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1-6 Spelling City Lists                                                                                Start �  

1/26 

Do you know how much of our language comes from Greek and Latin? By studying 
these word lists (generated by root type and meaning), you will gain insight into those 
million dollar words we see all the time buy have no idea what they mean! For each list, I 
have assigned 7 online activities (on www.spellingcity.com) that will help you to learn 
these words. Some activities help with spelling, and some activities will help with 
definitions. Good luck! 

 
 

Due � 

 
 
        3/27 

 
To receive credit for this Project: 

 

❑   Complete	
  all	
  7	
  online	
  activities	
  in	
  the	
  Spelling	
  City	
  website	
  for	
  each	
  word	
  list.	
  
❑	
  	
  	
  	
  Complete	
  the	
  in-­‐class	
  word	
  packet	
  to	
  prepare	
  yourself	
  for	
  the	
  spelling	
  city	
  activities	
  and	
  the	
  test.	
  

 
 

 

7-8 Multiple Choice Exam  *This project can be worth up to 2 points.                       Start �  

Now put your knowledge to the test! After completing 3 word list activities, complete 
the multiple-choice exam. Already know these words? Then prove it! Take the test and 
receive 85%or better. Test and retest until you get 85% 

 

 
 
 

Due � 

 
 
 
 

          (1/25)  
To receive credit for this Project: 
❑   Complete the multiple-choice exam conducted in class (available every 3rd week of the quarter) 

 
 

 

9-18 Daily paragraph editing                                                                                               Start ☛ weekly 

To become a great reader and writer, you must have a good grasp of how our written 
language works. These exercises contain a wealth of skill-building exercises that are 
sure to help you to become the best reader and writer you can be. 1 week (4 edits) 
equal one project point. 

 

 
 
 

Due � 

 
 
 
 

 
 

To receive credit for this Project: 
❑   Complete 4 in-class paragraph edits per week. 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

9-18 Grammar Notebook                                                                                                      Start ☛ weekly 

To become a great reader and writer, you must have a good grasp of how our written 
language works. These exercises contain a wealth of skill-building exercises that are 
sure to help you to become the best reader and writer you can be. 1 week equals one 
project point. 

 

 
 
 

Due � 

 
 
 
 

 
 

To receive credit for this Project: 
❑   Complete 3 in-class activities per week. 

 
 

 

19-20 Grammar Exams  *This project can earn up to 2 points.                                       Start � 12/15
1/16  

After we finish a Grammar unit, we will take a small test to make sure we’ve learned 
the required material. Each exam is worth double points if you pass it the first time. 

 

 
 
 

Due � 

 
 
 

 
 

To receive credit for this Project: 
❑   Take the grammar exams in weeks 6 & 8. 
❑  Pass with an 85% or better on your first try to receive 2 project points.  
❑ Retake the exam if necessary until you pass (1 project point). 

  

 

16 Duolingo                                                                                                                      Start ☛ 2/26 

Study a foreign language to help you understand how grammar works.    

 
 
 

Due � 

 
1/23 
 

 
 

To receive credit for this Project: 
❑   Complete 3 levels for 1 project point. 
❑  Translate a page in your favorite children’s book in your foreign language for flying colors 
❑ Beat the bot for flying colors. 

  

 



 
 
Independent Reading: 

 

 R.R.J (Reading Response Journal)    (1 point each)                                                 Start �  

1/26 

One of the easiest ways to become successful in school is to read! As much as I would 
love to see you all reading everyday, I know that life can get busy sometimes. 
Throughout the year I will expect you to read at least 3 nights per week. After you read 
you will be required to complete a reading response entry. 

 
 

Due � 

 
 
        3/27 

 
To receive credit for this Project: 

 
❑   Choose a book or an appropriate reading material of your choice. 
❑  Read for a specific time (20 minutes), or a set number of chapters.  
❑ Write a half page response (at least 100 words) 
❑  Your response must have an appropriate heading, and be neat and legible. 
 
 

 

 
 

 News Updates!    (1 point each)                                                                         Start �  

This year you will also be required to present a newspaper article in front of the class.  
You will work on the write up in class on Wednesday and present Friday afternoon. The 
news article you choose should be recent (within the last week or two) and needs to be 
from a reliable source. 

 
Due � 

 
 



 
Literature and Poetry: 

 
 
 

 
To receive credit for this Project: 

 
❑   Choose one newspaper article from a newspaper, preferably the Union Tribune. 
❑  Complete the News Update Form answering the following questions: 
    Who is this article about? What happened? Where did this even take place? When did it take place? Why did it 
happen? How did it happen?  
❑ Prepare a short summary of the article to present to the class. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

1-4 Reading Groups                                                                                                           Start               

☛ 

 

Mondays 
Week 1,3,5,7 

Group project (assigned): Throughout this year we have read a few novels together as a 
class. This project will allow you to read some shorter pieces of literature with a smaller 
group of your classmates. This project will utilize your skills of summarizing, visualizing, 
responding, and comprehending to really understand the stories that you will read. This 
quarter, you will complete 6 Reading Group projects. Remember to work together on 
each part of the project to really get the most out of it, and work hard to complete it in 
class! 

 
 

Due � 

 
End of 
each 
week 

 
To receive credit for this Project: 

 
❑   Take turns reading your assigned reading selection out loud to your group. 
❑   Write a summary for the reading selection. 
❑   Write a short response of your choice about the reading selection. 

    ❑   Draw a picture from a scene in the reading selection. 
❑   Answer the comprehension and literary analysis questions after your reading selection. 
❑   Turn in your completed reading group project packet. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

5 Close Reads                                                                                           Start               ☛  

Mondays 
Week 2,4,6,8 

These “Close Reads” offer a chance for you to read and analyze a variety of genres of 
writing. These selections will include: poems, fiction stories, and non-fiction expository 
texts. The close read activities might include, but not be limited to: inferring, predicting, 
summarizing, locating evidence from the text, and responding. Please carefully review 
these assignments before turning them in. 

 
 

Due � 

 
End of 
each 
week 

 
To receive credit for this Project: 

 
❑   Read the text selections 
❑   Complete the close read activities in the margin of each page. 
❑   Answer the comprehension questions that follow the text selections. 

 
 
 

 

 
 

6 “The Adventure of the Dancing Men” by Sir Author Conan Doyle            (3 points)                                                                                       

Start ☛ 
   

Intro: “Elementary my dear Watson!” These words are perhaps the most incorrectly 
quoted in all of the English language. Although he never said those exact words, the 
infamous Sherlock Holmes of Baker Street has sparked our imaginations, graced the 
box office big screens, and found its way into your literature curriculum! Now, my only 
question is, will you help to solve the case of the adventure of the dancing men? 

 

 
 
 

Due � 

 
 
 
 

        



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
To receive credit for this Project: 
❑   Complete the vocabulary activity. 
❑ Participate in the daily reading of, “The Adventures of the Dancing Men.” 
❑  Complete the Dancing Men Code 
❑ Complete the Plot Diagram Summary. 
❑ Correctly answer the comprehension questions given at the end of the story. 

  
To Pass with Flying Colors: 

 

❑   Use the code of the dancing men to write your own message (must be at least 50 words.) 

7 “The Ransom of Red Chief” by O’Henry                                          (3 points)                                                                                       

Start ☛ 
   

Intro: “The Ransom of Red Chief,” by O Henry is widely considered to be his most 
comical work. Many children’s television shows have parodied the story’s plot. 

 

 
Due � 

 
 

        
 

To receive credit for this Project: 
❑  Complete the vocabulary activity.  
❑ Participate in the daily reading of, “The Ransom Chief” 
❑  Create a picture window of one scene from the story. Picture must be in color and you must use the entire paper. 
Requires a direct quote from the text. 
❑ Complete the Plot Diagram Summary. 
❑ Correctly answer the comprehension questions given at the end of the story. 

 
 

To Pass with Flying Colors: 
 

❑   Make a comic book version of “The Ransom of Red Chief.” 

8 Book Report            (2 points)                                                                                       Start ☛    
This is an independent assignment. Since you have been reading independently (and 
writing in your response journal), you may now create a book report. Present to the 
class in week 9! 

 

 
 
 

Due � 

 
 
 
 

        
 

To receive credit for this Project: 
❑   Read one independent reading book of your choice.  
❑  Complete one book report assignment   
❑ present to the class. 

  
To Pass with Flying Colors: 

 

❑   Add to your report with a powerpoint or keynote presentation of the book. 

9 Book Review (1 point)                                                                                                   Start ☛    
This is an independent assignment. Once you complete an independent book, you 
may create a book review. Present to the class in week 9! 

 

 
         Due � 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
To receive credit for this Project: 
❑   Read one independent reading book of your choice.  
❑  Write a review of the book you read in the style of a movie review. Talk about the plot of the book, the main characters 
and anything else you think may be in a good review. Make sure you end your paper with either a “thumbs up” or 
“thumbs down”. Tell us why. This should be three paragraphs long. 
❑ present to the class. 

  
 
 



Writing: 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1-4 Writing Prompts of the Week   (1 point each)                                                    Start ☛  

   Week 1, 3, 5, 7 

Every other week I will assign a “Prompt of the week” essay or story. The topics will 
range from funny to serious. These essays will be assigned on a Friday, and have to be 
turned in on the following Friday. 

 
Due � 

Week 2, 4,6,8 

 
To receive credit for this Project: 

�   Write a short essay or story that addresses the prompt of the week (must be greater or equal to 300 words) 
❑   Must be drafted and edited and include very few spelling and grammatical errors. 
❑   Post your work to your blog. 

 
 

5 Problem Solution Essay   (up to 4 points)                                                    Start ☛  

   2/2 

Intro: Choose a problem that deeply interests you. Write an essay I which you explain 
the problem. Examine its causes, and explore possible solutions. There are many 
problems to explore in life, but try to limit yourself to specific problems at home, school, 
or in your community. 

 
Due � 

 
2/27 

 
To receive credit for this Project: 

�   Prewriting Activities (1 point) 
     Describe the problem- 
     Submit your proposal for your problem solution essay (1 paragraph) 
     *Must present the problem you shoes in a clear thesis statement. 

          Discuss what caused the problem- 
          Submit your cause and effect idea web. 
          Suggest how to solve the problem- 
          Fill in the Problem-solution form. 

❑   Draft: (1 point) 
    Intro and conclusion should be each one paragraph long. 
    The entire essay will be between three and six paragraphs. 
    This must include the editing checklist. 
❑   Published essay: (2 points) Must be typed and contain no spelling or grammar mistakes. 
❑   Post the published essay to your  blog. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6 Compare Contrast Essay   (up to 4 points)                                                    Start ☛  

    

Intro: Compare and contrast essays are the other big essay types in academic writing. 
These essays will follow a specific question and are fairly easy to complete. There are 
several ways to write this type of essay. The most important thing to remember is 
structure. Many wonderful essays fall victim to the woes of bad structure, making any 
ingenuity to fall by the wayside. In this writing project, you will write a comparison-
contrast essay about two people, places, objects, or actions that are familiar to you. 
Explain why you chose those subjects.  

 
Due � 

 
 

 
To receive credit for this Project: 

�   Prewriting Activities (1 point) 
     Describe the problem- 
     Submit your proposal for your problem solution essay (1 paragraph) 
     *Clearly explain the two things that you chose to compare and contrast. Explain why you chose these two things. 

          Gather your ideas- 
          Submit your compare and contrast ideas in these two different graphic organizers: 
           -T Chart 
           -Venn Diagram 
          Format- 
          Create an outline, using one of the two standard formats for writing a compare and contrast essay. 

❑   Draft: (1 point) 
    Intro and conclusion should be each one paragraph long. 
    The entire essay will be between six and eight paragraphs. 
    This must include the editing checklist. 
❑   Published essay: (2 points) Must be typed and contain no spelling or grammar mistakes. 
❑   Post the published essay to your  blog. 

  

7 Fiction book for children (2 points)                                                                                                   

Start ☛ 
   

Intro: Have you ever wanted to publish your own children’s book? You now have the 
chance. Throughout this school year, you have written a number of stories and 
essays. You may either choose one of your published writing pieces from your blog or 
create a new story to use for your book. Your book must include richly detailed 
pictures and a well thought out story that adheres to typical dramatic structure (i.e. has 
a conflict and a resolution). Start this project early since it will no doubt take a long 
time to complete.  

 

 
         Due � 

 
 
 

3/16 

 
To receive credit for this Project: 
❑   Create a story of moderate length to use for your picture book.  
❑  Break your story up into separate pages (hint: don’t put too much text per page) 
❑ Create richly detailed, colored illustrations. 
 

 
 
 


